[The localization and distribution of the antigen of the fixed rabies virus in the central nervous system of animals studied by the fluorescent antibody method].
The immunofluorescent study of cryostatic sections of the main structures of the brain of animals infected with fixed rabies virus, strain CVS, was carried out by the direct modification of the fluorescent antibody method. Definite regularities in the distribution of rabies virus antigen after the intracerebral distribution of rabies virus were established. The antigen could be detected mainly in neurons of the cortex, the hippocampus major, subcortical formations and was absent in the truncal formations of the brain and the cerebellum. After the peripheral inoculation of the virus the maximum accumulation of the antigen was noted in the truncal and cerebellar structures, less antigen could be detected in subcortical and other formations of the brain. These features should be taken into account in the laboratory rapid diagnosis of rabies. The advantages of the method of cryostatic tissue sections over traditional imprints on glass slides give ground to recommend the method of cryostatic sections for the rapid diagnosis of rabies.